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Hader Invitation P 


To all, to embrace the Secret Viſitation 
| of the Lord to their Souls. 


Writ by that Antient Servant of Chrift, 


NICHOLAS GATES 
Of Alton in Hampſbire:- 


Who departed this Life the 21/f Day 
of the oh Month, 1707. | 


Wich ſeveral TESTIMONIES Relating 
to his GEolpel- Labours. 


Alſo, an Acccunt of ſome of his 
Dying Sayings. 5 


85 14. 13. 15 are the Dead Ts lies in the Lords | 
from. hence forth; yea, ſaith the Spirit, that "they | | 
may reſt from their Labours; and their Works do 
follow ibem. 
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TESTIMONY 


Concerning f as 


My Dear Husband. 


Having a ok Words reſis. upon my 


Mind concerning my Dear Husband, 
v hom the Lord hath been pleaſed to 
take from me, which is my great Loſs, 


but am ſatisſied is his great Gain; who 


was a Man for God in his day, and Zeal- 
ous for his Truth, whom the Lord had 


been pleaſed to endue with 4 Gift of his 


Holy Spirit, with which he laboured both 


in Word and Doctrine; and when the 


Lord his Mouth, he was made 
very ſerviceable in the Church. His 
Care was very great in bringing up his 
ee in the Truth, Wich G00 

7354 A 2. mea: 


| meaſure hath B's how in. 1 could 
not be ſatisfied without giving in my 


mall Teſtimony concerning my Dear 


— 


Husband ; ; hg 
Elizabeth Gates. 
this 234d of the 3a | 
0; 828 
F N 7 4 
E g 1 7 EE 3M . 


This, and he following Teſtimonies, 
concerning that-antient Servant, and ſin- 
cere Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, N. G. and 
his Epiſtle, * written by. his own Hand 
before his'Departure, te not Printed or 
Publiſhed with any other Deſign, —_— 
or Purpoſe, than What follows. 

r. For the Honour of God, and Praiſe 
of. that Power that made him what he, 
by the Grace of God; waͤs. * 

2. That all might be — to follow | 
him; as he followed Chriſt. + 7 

3. To provoke all to love 255 ſerve 
Gad, and to live to *_ that Died and 
Roſe again. lod 4! I HUGO Vio 

4 Aud td prevail upon all tobe ſo care · 
ſol acd Cireumſpect, as always to live 
in the holy Fear of {God chat Chriſt taught 
tbat they may he endued more and more 
wo wa * Widow witch tis Fear is / the 
| 1 6 
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Giver of every good and 
Theſe things conſidered, together With 


5 
bes ginning of, and that Underſtanding, as 


to s from Iniquity, and know his 
| Secrets, partake of his Mercy, and en- 


joy his Bleſſing, and experience his Teach- 


ings in the way he chuleth, have Peace 


to their Souls, and witneſs his Preſence to 
encamp- round about them, and ſo to have 
theit Converſation coupled with his Fear, 
that they may adorn the Doctrine of 
Chriſt our Saviour, and may ſee God's 
Salvation, When time er hal bs no 
more. 8 1 0 
WE «1 know how apt many are 
forgetful of the Lord; their Duty 
* him, and the wholeſom Doctrine and 


Chriſtian and Exemplary Converſation 
of thoſe that have ſpent, and been ſpent, 


and have honeſtly labour'd in Simplicity, 


freely to publiſh the Goſpel of Peace and 


Salvation in univerſal Love, by which 
they have been conſtrained fo 64 do, -for 


the Good of Souls, according to the mea- 


ſure of Grace and Gift received from the 
perfect Gift. 


whiat the Apoſtle ſaid to the Primitive 
Chriſtiaus, and for the ſame Reaſon, %. 
That thoſe in our days who have obtaiy- 
- like precious Faith, through the Rigſi- 

ahve A3 teouſpeſs 
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teouſneſs of God, * bur Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, who hath called us to Glory and 
Vertue, might know an adding to "their 
Faith Vertue, to Vertue Knowledge, 
| "Temperance, Patience, Godlineſs, Bro- 
1 therly Kindneſs and Charity; that theſe 
things being in them, and abouading, 
they may neither be barren nor unfruit- 
[ ful in the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus 
[ Chriſt, nor forgetful how they ought to 
walk that make that Profeſſion which 
| Chriſt the Lord is the High Prieſt and 
Apoſtle of; nor may fail of an Entrance be- 
ing adminiſtred unto them abundantly into 
on Everlaſting Kingdom of our. Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, but through Faith- 
fulneſs, may be fruitful in the Knowledge 
of thing. 10 — I ſay, I am not 
— be negligent to put you in 
emembrance "TP theſe things, even 
all, to whoſe Hands this may come, that 
make Profeſſion of Chriſt, and the Re- 
ligion he is the Author of, and that own 
the Scriptures, thoſe Holy Writings, that 
1 were given forth by Divine Inſpiration, 
and ſo plentifully, teſtiſie unto the Di- 
vine Light, Spirit and Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, * its LA 
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them, and hateful to him that any ſhould 
fore canvinceth' and reproves them, and 


_ velation of his Wrath from Heaven, for 


Evilʒ or that the Grace that appeated 


1 2 


what's. Evil in Gocb's ſight, hurtful to 
ontinue in; for which the Lord there- 


calls them to forſake, and invites all 
to learn of him, that he by his Grace 
might teach them to deny all that Un- 
godlineſs which is the Cauſe of the Re- 


this Reaſon, Becauſe that which is to be 
known of God, is maniſeſt within the 
for God hath ſhewed it. unto them b 
his Light that ſhineth in them, by whic 


that Day un God ſball jadge the Secrtts of 


plead they did not know what was 


good, or that they were not convinced 


of their Sin, or that what was repro- 
ved was not manifeſted} to them to be 


them was not ſufficient to have brought 
Salvation unto them, as it did, and doth 
to thoſe that learn thereof, and follow 


F — 111 7 
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all things that are reproveable are made 
manifeſt ; for-whatſoever doth manifeſt 
is Light; whereby it's evident, that in 


Mes by Jeſus Chriſt, alcording to the Goſs 
pel, Ro, A 16. none will be able to 


unto 


4 

- * 1 9 \ 
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fed the Fleck, of Gad in 


—— — 


1 Witneſs, and many others, of th | 
ficiency of the Grace of God; which 
7 wins ahy it was. his Labour, and is the 
Labour of many, earneſtly to invite all 
to receive and come under its Teachin 
that they might have their hearts 
bliſhed. in the Grace of Gd. 
| bs now, that the Labours, : Teſti. 
y and Memory of this chis Servant 
way. Ter remembred and anſwered, and 

followed as he followed | Chriſt; 
I give an Account what I eſteem he was, 
2155 1. An Enſample. 2. One that be» 
haved himſelf not diſorderly. ; 3. That 
ſpoke the Word of God, and therefore 
118 Enſample oughit tobe followed, conſi· 
dering the Ader his Corwerſation; for 


4 15 alſo<o the Honour of God; and 


raiſe of his Power, made an Elder 
and a Witneſs of 2 6 as alſo Ta 


of the Glory that: ſhall be . 
ers 2 
and took the Over 4 thereof; not by 


Conſtraint, but willingly; not for: fil 
thy Lucre, but oſ a Ready Mind; no 
. as a Lord over God's 2 but be 
ing an Enſample to the Flock; and there. 
fore I doubt. not his receiving a Cram 
| 0 
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This an .of Chriſt, N. G. "being 
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28 and loved his A 


of Glory that fadet 


I am perſwaded, fought à good Fight, 
Finiſhed, his Courſe, and kept the Faith, 
ppearing- And there- 
fore I tenderly, and in much Love, ear- 


geſtly entteat and beſeech all, eſpecially 


thoſe that knew, and loved him, Cas 1 


have done many Years ) and that deſire 


to be Chriſtians and Diſciples of Chriſt 
indeed, to receive that Word that is graft» 
ed in them, of which he was a Miniſter; 
and that Spirit which Chriſt promiſed, 
the Grace that came by him, that ſo 
they alſo may be his, and ſaved by him, 
and by abiding in his Word and doing as he 


bids them, taking his Counſel, and keeping 


Commandments; believing in him the 
Light, and walking therein, they may be 
Children of the Light, and of the Day; 


that ſo from henceforth, none may wall 


in the Vanity of their Minds, or For- 


getfulneſs of God, nor have any fellow- 


ſhip with the Unfruitful works of Dark- 
neſs 3 but reprove them, and walk in 
the Light: For if we ſay, or think 


we have Fellowſhip with God, and that 
we are Chriſtians, and yet walk in Dark- 
neſs, and live in Unrighteouſneſs, we Lye, 


and do not the Truth: But if we walk 


23 


h not away ; having; | 
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* 


| 10 f * 
in the Light, as he is in the Light, we - 
bave Fellowſhip 6ne with another, and 
the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, clearifeth 
us from all Sin; (or Unrighteouſneſs) 
for all Unrighteouſneſs is Sin, and being 
cleanſed therefrom, is the only way th 
be fitted to enter into that Kingdom which 
the Unrighteons cannot inherit, profeſs and 
think of themſelves what they Will. OWL 
that all therefore, to whoſe hands this 
may come, would think of, aud ferious- 
ly conſider thefe things, While they have 
a time here, and not ſlight, "diſregard, 
grieve nor rebel againſt God's Holy 
Spirit in their Hearts; but turn from 
What it convinceth and reproves the 
for, and ſeek and wait upon God ther 
in, that they may, through the Mercy 
and Kindnefs of God to them; (thou 
they have been fooliſh and diſobediemt 
i time paſt) come to knom the Waſh- 
ing of * and ain of 
che. Holy Ghoſt ſhed upon them abut 
dantly, through Jeſus Chriſt out Lord, 
that they may, be fitted to worſhip 
God acceptably, and to pray and live 
to him, and bring forth the Fruits of 
it, which are Love, Joy, Peace, Long- 
ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, 2 
ht 4 Cl» 


2 


11 j 
Temperance and Meekneſs, for againſt 
ſuch there is no Law: And as theſe. 


Fruits are brought forth, there will be 
no Hatred, Sorrow, Trouble, Haſtineſs, 


Badneſs, Anger,» Unbehef,- We 


"4 


nor Intemperance,. but alf Goodnals. 
On therefore, let all be earneſtly and 
heartily concerned, to receive and obey 
that Light, Spirit and Grace that will 

make them ſo! For they that are Chriſt's, 

or true Chriſtians, - have Crucified the 

Fleſh with the Affections and Luſts: If 
we therefore profeſs the Spirit, let us | 

live in the Spirit; and: let us not only 1 

talk of, but walk in the Spirit; and let 4 
us not be deſirous: of Vain Glory, pro- 
voking one another, envyiag one ano- i 
ther; but Followers of God, as Dear | 
Children; and dwell in Love; as all that 
profeſs and own God's Love ought to do: K 
So wiſhetli and prayeth y | 
Malmin or Nin 16 on 
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My me FIRE Wut, G 
lately Deceaſed. et n 34 
W 1 2 OB - 9201912:12-0p 
| Liho': to mine ey others 
great Loſs, it is IL doubt not, to 
his unſpeakable: Gain: He gave ſeveral 
Living Teſtimonies to the Truth, in 
the time of his great Ilineſs and in the 
time of his Health and Strength, chooſing 
to do the Lord's Work, and ſerve his 
People, beſore his own Buſineſs (not 
confulring ) Profit or Intereſt to himſelf, 
being ready on all Occaſions to expoſe | 
himſelf to Exerciſes for the Proſperity 
of the Bleſſed Truth, and the Friends of. 
it: And as he was ſo ready, J have that 
Comfort in my ſelf, that I and my dear 
Mother, were never backward, but free- 
* given up to make his t time w_ ro 
1M 
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[ 13 ] | 
him while abroad; his Journies were not 
long, as manies are, but often, while in his 
Strength; and had great Joywhen he found 
he had been an Inſtrument to gain any: 
one Soul to God; and likewiſe, full of 
Sorrow for any that fell away from the 
Truth, after being, in ſome meaſure, 
uick ned thereby. My Father hath, 
doce ince my remembrance, paſt throu h ma- 
ny hard 8 —— from many ſorts of 
People, eſpecially thoſe high in Pro- 
feſſion, wha-1 have ——. themſelves 
to be very Uncharitable and full of 
Bitterneſs; but whatever Perſecution bez 
fel him, either in Body or Goods, or 
by falſe Reports, he ftill bore it with 
great Patience, having his Mind inward to 
the Lord, as was his frequent Advice 
to me, with the Reſt of his Children, 
over whom he had a tender fatherly Care 
for qur Welfare every way, but more eſpe- 
_ cally,” our Proſperity in the Truth; 0 
never aiming at any thing; that was like 
Heighth or Greatneſs in the World, but 
was a true Pattern of Humility and 
Lowlineſs, being induftrious and la- } 
bouring in his honeſt Employment in 
what, he was able to do; often giving 4 


5 Shock” to that * that was apt 
ad 


VV 
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[ 14 ] 
t up into Heighth and Pride, and Re: 


Taking ſuch as were given to fooliſh: Je: 
ſting and needleſs Words, deſiring that 


their Words might be few. I haveob- 


ſerved, the nearer his Latter End, the 


more Inward and Retired he was: And 
after he was viſited with his firſt Illneſs, 
that very much impaired him, as to any Bu- 
ſineſs; it was obſerved by us, when he 
came into a Meeting, that nothing of 
it appeared, he appearing Clearer in his 
Teſtimony, very much preſſing Friends 
to be inwardly delighting in the Feeling 
of the Lord in their own Hearts, having 
him in their Thoughts, in their lying 
down, and tiſing up; going forth, an 

coming in; ſo that they might be a 
Clean People, not allowing themſelves 
in any ſecret Evil whatſoever. He men- 
tioned a particular Thing, being ſenſible 


what was a great Hurt to the Proſperi- 
ty of Truth; and that was, ſome Friends 


having too much Fellowſhip with the 
Spirit of the World, more than the 
Truth did allow of: I finding ſome 
concern to come over my Mind ſeveral 
times, to give in theſe few Lines, as 
being ſenſible, in ſome meaſure, the 


Hurt it hath been to me, and do hope I 


0 | ſhall 
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"1 I 1. 
ſhall never forget the good Counſet he hath 
Dear Children, and 
riends in general; his Fewneſs of Words, 
Solidneſs and Grave  Deportment in his 


Family; not giving opportunity to his 


Children of over familiar Diſcourſe, as 
many are too apt to do: Notwithſtand- 
ing all the great Benefits of ſo dear a 
Naber, | the good Education 

with many more, have had; although it 
is to be prized as a great Mercy, yet we 
muſt all come to know a Work in our 
ſelyes, of heing Regenerated and Born a- 
gain, as well as many others that have 
not had this great Priviledge; for Tra- 
dition and Education only Will not do: 
This I have been, through the Lord's 
Mercy, ſenſible of. So deſiring I may, 
with all the Faithſul, to the End of my 


* . 
days, be preſerved, to the Praiſe of the 
Lard, conslnude 1 0t © 
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1 4:4] Hi 
Several of the Sayings of /my' 
Father, Nicholas Gates, on 
bi Death. Bed; mo war 
talen Ill ebe roth of the 
J 110th Month, 1705. . and 
Died the 2 iſt ditto 

% er YOON 35.37% nee ir 
Te fuſt thing that ſeemed moſt to 
concern him, after he Was ſo vio- 
lently ſeized, was the Care for the 
Church, and to have Friends preſervedin' 
Unity; and was well: fatisfied with the” 
Lord's Dealing with him! ſaying, «He 
4 had been 4 Good God unto him! A 
along, and had let him live to a good 
4 Old Age, and had been his Süpport 


- 


from time to time, andꝭ was ſo in his 
et 


3 Exerciſes. Another time ſaid, 
« My Days ate expiring a pace, but 1 
1 « have lived to ſee the Goodneſs of the 
Lord in the Land of the Living. He 
. expreſſed his Love to my Mother in a ve- 
ry Tender and Affectionate manner, ſay- 
fag, He had prayed to the Lord, that 
he would bleſs and preferve her and 


his 


"tit. 
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1 
his Children to the end; deſi ing they 
„ might live together in Love, and 
watch over one another therein. He 
gave many evident [Teſtimonies of the 


Lord's Goodneſs to him, ſaying, He 


did not know, that if he had his time 
to live over again, that he could die 
better, having the Evidence in him- 
« ſelf, of Well done: Although at times, 
he did ſay, If the Lord did ſee it fit 


to reſtore Him, and he could be an 


Inſtrument to gain more Souls to God, 


4: he ſhould be glad; for that was his 
1 Breat-Joys when he conſidered how 


e had ſpent his time in the Lord's 
Service. He 


gave many that came 


to viſit him good Advice, both for their 


Children, as well as themſelves; laying 
al great Charge to the keeping their 


Children to the Plain Language, and 
bringing them up in the Fear and Ad- 


monition of the Lord; as was his Ad- 


vice to me ſor my Children, deſiring 


Or opening ; their; Underſtanding, that 
they might know what God is, and 
where he is to be found, while thez 
are Loung and Tender; He taking my 


Foun be often asking them Queſtions, 


. * 
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Daughter, E/izabeth, Hopkins, by the 
1 r a B * 55 Hand 
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_ * cially Young Men, did know the Com- 


C 3 
| Hand/:kiffel ber, and eouncelled her to 


be a - Girle, 2 — fear the Lord, and 


obe y her er Parents, and to ſpealt the Truth, 
_ do the Truth in every thing, 


— to Meetings as often as ſhe ald 
wit 


her Mother's Conſent; adding, if 


ſhe ſo did, the Lord would bleſs her, 
and take care for her to the Grave. 4 
nother time ſaid, Oh! that Men, eſpe- 


« fort of living a Sober Holy Life: And 
often mentioning ſeveral places of Scrip- 
ture of the Sayings of David, and the 
Apoſtles" Words, which were very Re- 
„ - Piet his Weakneſs; but his 

Speech was'very | much Impaired by his 
Diſtemper, ſo that it was very rd, 
ſornctimes to underſtand whar he faid. - 
A Neighbour coming to viſit — 
asked how he did; he replied, « Wea 
and am going! a pach o of — 
« bleſome World, 


My Siſter 
in the 3 
tice to me my Buſineſs de —— me 
be Ay af Bye to Truth, and not to ask 
of the way in the Price of my Goods, 


Perm and I bei with 2 
ing, he * 


« Friend 


to- a place 'where. 
there is” neither 9 nor Trouble. 


nd op to Kone of Words, ſaying, 


. 


« * 

a Priends were formerly known by their | 
* fewneſs of Words, and keeping to | 
« their Words in their Dealings. Very 
often d ing Friends to to Plain 
ing both im Habit and 8 ; Warn- 


d K e u, to hen 


£ Pride, ſaying, ©. There was ſcarce 
« 27 of Fr vo Boi en Pride.” A Day or 
two before he died, ſpeaking to my 
— 5 cy ede asking pg hym. what, he 
| to e many- ſweet 
3 „Ars Door 2 ee 


* GENE the Kin gdom. And there- 
mto, I doubt nor, buy he is . and 
10 at Reft with the Lord. n 
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e. Har was Convinced of the Bleſ- 


2. Fo Town; and I can tru 
y, he 929 45 hto me in m 1715 
88 Suffering forthe Truth 


s Life time ;. and er 
rs, a —— him by Death, 
the Dear Brother was a help to me, both 
for Advice and Counſel: He was a true 

Labourer in the Goſpel of our Lord and 


fore he was taken Ill, he had a very 
Clear Teſtimony in our Mecting for the 
Lord and his Bleſſed Truth amongſt us; 
we always lived in Loye, and this I can 
truly. ſay, our Loſs is very great, and 
greatly is he miſſed amongft us; but i 10 
this 


ei aha id be 


hriſt. The Firſt-Day be- 
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deſire of my Sou that all that knew him, 
may walk in his Steps: My Daughter 


D dE a ne bo 
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this I am ſatisſied, our Loſs is his ever- 


laſting Gain. This I did obſerve, in his 
latter Years he was 'very inwardly Re- 
tired, and of vety few Words: It is the 


5 
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went to ſee him on his Death-bed and 
her Son with her, to whom he gave good 
Advice and Counſel, to Remember his 
Creator in the Days of his Youth, ſig- 


 nifying, that now. he had nothing to 
do but to die, which was a Happy State. 


Thus I have a little eaſed my Spirit 
of what lay upon me, to give in my Te- 


ſtimony for my Dear Brother; and de- 
fire the Lord may 


ſend forth more La- 
bourers into his Harveſt: 80 remain a 
Friend to all in the Bleſſed Truth, that 
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Te te, tha Eider, of ditow in 
Hampſhire, was a true; Servant of 
„ his Church and People, a, Faith-, 
ful | Notes of * Chriſt; He was an 
Upright Man, and 8 in his 
Fan on, a Lover of H lity and 
N N was Convince ane of the | 
in theſe parts; he abode ſtedfaſt and | —< 
füt in the Truth to the End of his 
Days; he was never defiled with the Spi. > 
rit of Separation in any of its Dreſſes or 
Likeneſſes, but his Bow abode in full | 
Strength, and his Arm was made ſtrong by 21 
the mighty Power of the God of Jacob, 4 
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againſt all Apoſtates and Backſliders from 

the holy Truth, that he knew to be ſuch, 5 

He was a Man that did never ſhrink from 75 
Ferſecution of any ſort or kind whatſo- 7 


ever; 4 
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ever; but was a Zealows Promoter of the 
Goſpel, and OY, preached it freely : 


He iy qo ep e of of his Ma _ 
Creator, to a IA Age, and died 


Favour; for ock Preſenes en = 
to the laſt. He departed this Lifethe'21/ 


Day of thexoeb Month, 2701. in the th 


Year of his Age; and on the +4th, Friends 
from many places adjacent and remote, 
met at his Houſe, and om thence, i in a ſo- 
lemi manner, his Body was born by ſe- 
veral Antient Brethren, 905 b Ne him 
well, and was aue to ecting- 
houſe, where divers T etadoits ere 
born by Friends in the Miniſtry, and 
from thence carried to the Burying· ground 
adjacent, n 1 Body ITY 
buried. Nod HZ 
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Cin truly fs, Has from mR "Child 

hood, yea, ever ſince I underſtood. 
ere was 3 God who made the World, 
aud zi things therein; a Deſire hat h 
been jn me to haue the True Know- 
of him; and in my Childhood 
great Delight in Reading the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, in Hearing of the beſt 
Reformed Miniſters, gave my ſelf often 


to Private Prayi = L to the Lord unknown, 


often uttering ds! in private before 
him; until on a time, in my Chamber, 


kneeling down by my Bed-fide, as fore 


4 4 


1 * Pr — 4 


__ 
— 


. L was ſtoped from ſpeaking, and 
(and L believe by the Lord) Thou need- bf 


in Bondage to thoſe Luſts and Temfi- 
_ tations that was, and is incident to Youth; 


God, by his bleſſed Light in my Heart, 


ed for Hire, and divined for Maney; 
from whom I withdrew, and was, as it 
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merly, in * to utter Words to the 


it was thus ſaid to me in my Heart, 


eſt not to utter Nord, for I km thy 
Heart and Soal's Dawe And kneeling a 


While, aroſe, and uttered no Words; | 


and from that Day I have believed, that 
the Lord doth fee and hear the Deſtpes, 
Prayers and Supplications of his People 
which are offered up to him in ſecret”? 
And thus I continued, ſtill ſeeking; and 
acquainted my ſelf, as much as I could, 
with the beſt ſort of young Men, and 
ſuch as uſed the hearing of the beſt ſort 
of Preachers; but yet all this while was 


Thus I went. on, till abour the Age of 
One and Twenty Years, when it pleased 


— —— my Underſtanding, and ſhewed 
State and Condition, and the 5 
Falſhoods of the Prieſts, how they. pteacu- | 
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were, alone, knev / not who to join to in | 
Communion or Fellowſhip --in which | 


me 
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me of! thoſe People, inScotaralled Qua- 
kers, with whom my Soul was affected; 
their Life and Gonverſation anſwering 
the Witneſs of God in me. and a Holy 
Life being the Aim and Endeavour of 
my Soul and their Miniſtry and Preach- 
ing was to the Confirming of my Faitn 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Who was al- 

ways near to me, even in my Heart, 
though I knew it not; yea, from a 
Child was I ſenſible of his Reproofs by 


his Spirit, though I knew not that it 
was his Holy Spirit, by which I was 
in ſecret Reproved; and many times 
when I had ſinned, I ſhould be ſmit- 
ten, and troubled, and broken into 
Tears; yet knew not that theſe Work- 
ings were of the Lord: And therefore 
do give it as my Tender Advice to all, 
diligently to take heed to the Inward 
Checks and Reproofs of the Spirit; for 
I do believe, had I known in my Youth 
that, that Which in the Heart doth 
Check and Reprove for Sin, was the 
Spiritual Viſitation of Chriſt to my Soul, 
J had never perſiſted in Sin as I did; 
for When 1 came to give heed to it, 


it ſoom humbled my Soul, and brought 

me into Bitterneſs and Lamemation, o 
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chat I became a Wonder to theſe. that for- 
| — knew me; and became asan Alien 


Soul to wit 
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to my Father's Houſe, and a Stranger 
to my former Acqusaistance, and Was 
Rejected by my Father, and many times 


threatned with being Caſt off; but the 


Lord was exceeding good to me in all 

Trials, and kept me above the Fear 
of any Man ; — I can ſay I loved 

V. Father tenderly, as a Child ought 
— 2 Yet when the Lord thus Viſited 
me, and my Soul cloſed with him, the 
Lord was more to me than my Earth- 
ly Father: And in all Trials and Ex- 
erciſes, as Stoneings, Stockings, Re- 


ee and Impiſonings, and ta- 


ing away of my Goods, the Lord did till 
ſtand by me, and bore me up over all 
to this Day. 2 | 


Much more I could tay; but thus 


much was upon me to write, for the 


Encouragement of all, who do know 


his Blefled Spirit of Light and Truth, 


to love and delight their Souls in it a- 
bove all things in the World, that 
thy may come with my 
an Inheritance among 


them 
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